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SELECTMEN’S REPORT, 


—__—__ -—_——_—__* © a———— —_—__——_ 


Selectmen to the Town of Deering, Dr. 


To amount of assessments, $5,792 60 
To amount of hired money, 4,879 02 
10,671 62 

Cr. 
Puid Town Treasurer State tax, $1,500 00 
Fath. 66 as County tax, 473 11 
aD 46 “ to defray town charges and town debts, 2,500 00 
oath 6 School tax, 884 98 
He a Dog tax, 68 00 
ae q Non-resident highway tax, 60 21 
ae. 4 “ to answer abatement, 912 42 
Mrs wi 46 School house tax Dist. No. 7, 51 04 
wu 6 School house tax, Dist. No. 5, 80 57 

Ata... 4 “6 E. & C. ©. Wood’s School house tax 

Dist. No. 10 Henniker, 17 27 
beri £8 us amount of hired money, 4,879 02 


:$10,671 62 


RODNEY J. BINGHAM, ) Selectmen of 
ANDREW J. LOCKE, Deering. 


4. 


The Town of Deering in account with Andrew J. Locke, Town Treas- 
urer. Ke 


Receipts. 
sanineat te of Horace Gove balance on Carpenter Hstate, $13 07 
“ J.C. Muzzey Overseer of poor 1870, 16 51 
« « Balance of last year’s settlement, 1,119 90 
« « §. H. Jones selectman, 1,350 00 
« « $. H, Jones selectman, 100 00 
«  « RJ. Bingham selectman, 425 00 
Assessments for the year 1871, . 5,792 60 
« « 8, H, Jones selectman, 225 00 
«  « RJ. Bingham selectman, _ 150 00 
« « §. H. Jones selectman, 1,200 00 
« «© R. J. Bingham selectman, 400 00 
« « Alpheus Crosby balance due on town farm, 1,376 79 
« —« Alpheus Crosby costs of foreclosure, 12 92 
« «© KR, J. Bingham selectman, 600 00 
«6 RJ. Bingham selectman, 50 00: 
« Savings Bank tax. 1871, 421 39 
“ Railroad tax 1871, 20 90 
«s Literary fund 1871, 56 70 
«. © A.J. Locke selectman, 379 02 
« _“ Horace B, Cressy interest on taxes, pnubo ee 
$13,716 61. 
Expenditures. 
- Paid State tax, 3 ve i $1500 00 
Paid County tax, beat « 473 11 
Amount, . 4 $1,973 12 
Sehoal Orders. | 
District No. 1, Alvin Tubbs, : “$102 81 
District No: 2, Alpheus Crosby,’ 7 - “ 129 31 
District No. 3, E. R. Colby, i 22 Ge 
District No. 3, Richard Clement, 44 73 
. District No. 4, George ©. Patten, 4 * 12835 
District. No. 5, Lewis Goodall, 124 60 
— District No. 6, Benj. F. Philbrick, 61 76 
District No. 7, Oliver N. Ellsworth, 82 37 
District No. 8, Thomas A. Merrill, 96 59° 
District No. 9, Frank D. Appleton, 104 99 


District No. 10, John Crough, 37 62 


District No. 11, John Dickey, 
District No. 10, Henniker, Nathan P. Buxton, 


Amount, 


Miscellaneous Town Orders. 


. L. Bartlett services as selectman, 

. B. Hadiock services as selectman, 

. H. Jones services as selectman, 
risty Gregg services as town clerk, 
.J. Locke services as town treasurer, 
. L. Bartlett services as 8. 8. Committee, _ 
nad Muzzy services as overseer of poor, 
e Smart services of auditors, 
. Bartlett Note, 

. Hackett Note, 

. Hackett Note, 

. Burnham Note, 
. Burnhem Note, 

. Burnham Note, 

. Baxter Note, 
us H. Bartlett Note, 

. Mills Note, 
. Morrill Note, 

. Clark Note, 
oy ones Note, 
. Jones Note, 

R. H. Otis Note. 
J. G. Morrill repairing road, 

Rodney Gove repairing road, 
A. J. Locke repairing road, 
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A.J. Locke money paid at road hearing awd surveying Bartlett 


Hill, 
Josiah Bartlett tepairing road, 
S. B Brown repairing road, 
Horace Gove interest on schol fund note, 
Rodney J. Bingham repaiting road, 
Sarah Downing endorsement on note, 
Lewis Goodall repairing school house, 
Josiah Bartlett repairing road, 


Rodney J. Bingham expenses of opposing the laying out ofa 


new highway on petition of R. P. Cressy add others, 


W. D. Wilson cutting bushes on highway, 
Danbridge Buttrick blacksmith bill, 
Andrew J. Locke repairing highway, 


Andrew J. Locke repairing Atwood and Morrill’s bridge, 


Moses Roach cutting bushes on highway, 


Joel Bullard repairing highway, 6 00 ~ 
Russell Tubbs repairing road, 13 55 ~ 
F. D. Gould repairing road, 13 50° - 
David McAlister repairing road, 5 30) - 
B, S. Brown repairing Kentfield bridge,. 41 09 
Freeman: Dow endorsement on note,, 115 00 
L. W. Goodale repairing road. 4 00 * 
J. G, Gove repairing hearse, 15 50 
Andrew J... Locke expenses of opposing the laying out of a new . 

highway on petition of R. P. Cressy and others, 15 00 
C. A. Appleton repairing road, | 28 87 - 
Joel Bullard repairing bridge, 10°81 ~ 
I. S. Appleton lumber and labor building railing on-highway, 25 70:- 
B. F. Upton straps. for hearse,. 2 00° 
Rodney J. Bingham:boarding Jones and Locke while- making 

taxes, ‘10 00 
J. G. Morrill repairing: highway,.  & OO - 
S. 8. Clement damage done to sheep: by dogs, | £00 — 
O. B. Huntley repairing road,. | 3 0G — 
Abel C. Burnham making returmofbirths and deaths,, 3 00 
George Smart damage-to sheep by dogs, 3:50 
Humphrey Peaslee abatement of dog tax 1879,. } 1 006 
S. Dow Wyman damage to -heep by dogs, 24° Oo» 
A. C. Gould moving C. A. Gould from town. faxm,. 5 00: 
Wm.-M. Sargent printing town reports,. (35 00 > 
FE. Wood repairing road in 1870,. 1 50! 
Isaac Smith cutting bushes or highway, “7 00 - 
Cristy Gregg use of watering trough 1870. 3 00% 
J. F. Chase insuring town house, 17 00) 
Abel C. Burnham making return of births, 2 50: 
Joel Bullard abatement of taxin 1870, 2 00 
B. W. Sanborn & Co for stationery, 6. 50 
Cynthia Kentfield abatement of tax in 1870,, 52: 
R. H. Otis endorsement on note, 60 00 
J. L, Ellsworth repairing highway, 2 00 
Selectmen repairing road in LL: Cheney’s districti. 109 40: 
QO. N.Ellsworth money raised to repair schoolhouse in dist: No; 7,50 00: 
S. B. Brown, labor on bridge, | 25:95: ~ 
Selectmen repairing road in L., Cheney’s district, 19 TS 
H.B.Cressy, paying State tax in 1870, 5 00 
H. B. Cressy, paying County tax in 1870, 5 00 
A. J. Locke, going to Concord to furnish proof of soldiers 

enlistment, | 4 00 
R. H. Otis, endorsement on note, 33 00 
Wn. B. Crain, abatement of tax assessed in 1870, 3 43 
Rt. J, Bingham, repairing road, 3 2600 = 


x 


R. J. Bingham, repairing road, 

Elbert Goodale, repairing road, yaa 

D. B. Hadlock, Morrison & Stanley’s bill for counsel, 

Wm. Forsaith’ abatement of Dog tax in 1868 & 9, 

I. N. Cochran, repairing highway, 

John I, Ellsworth, repaiirng highway, 

Luther Cheney, labor and lumber repairing bridges, 

Richard Clement, repairing highway, 

R. W. Buttrick, repairing highway, ~ 

Luther Cheney, for plank and drawing the same, 

William Travis, repairing highway, _ ‘ 

Perkins Cooledge, repairing highway, 

Augustus Wilson, repairing highway, 

Daniel Butterfield, repairing highway, 

S. B. Otis, repairing highway, 

S. H. Jones, gervices as selectman 1871, 

R. J. Bingham, labor and nails for gates for grave yard, 

R. J Bingham, labor on Bartlett hill, © 

W T Smith, labor on gates for grave yard, . 

R. Loveren, lumber. for grave yard gates, 

George Smart, irons for grave yard gates, 

George W Colby, plank for bridge, 

G. W Colby, repairing highway, 

G W Colby, endorsement on I’, Colby’s note, 7 

Cristy Gregg’s Heirs for C. Gregg’s services as town clerk 
1871, 

Cristy Gregg’s Heirs, supporting watering trough on the 
highway, 1871, 

T A Merrill. plank for bridge, 

A J Locke, repairing highway, 

RJ Bingham, repairing highway, 

Dorcas Codman, note and interest, 

Samuel Wood, note and interest, . 

Samuel Wood, note and interest, : 

Jubal H. Katon, note aud interest, 

Milton McCoy, note and interest, 

Lanra J Griffin, endorsement on note, 

Erastus H Bartlett, endorsement on note, 

W. D Owen, cutting bushes on highway, 

Warren J Loveren, abatement of tax assessed in 1870, 

J W Clark, stone posts for grave yard, 

Erastus H Bartlett, abatement of taxes assessed in 1870, 

H H Whittakar, repairing highway, | 

Wm, M Clough, damage to wagon caused by defect in the 
highway, 


Briggs & Harnden, services as attorneys, and cash paid out on 
. 1 


highway case and suit vs. A. Crosby, 


3 50 ~ 
9 63 
4 00 

11 25 
2 50 


15°00 © 
76 


S 


Lewis Chamberlain, abatement of taxes assessed in 1870, f 63 
Godfrey Fontain, abatement of tax assessed in 1870, Z 65 
Hartwell Crane, abatement of taxes assessed in 1870, 12 90 
John F Glawson, abatement of tux. assessed in 1870, 2 89 
A J Locke, tabor done at the south burying ground 2 00: 
V C Gould, repairing highway in W Travis’ district, 3 00 
IN Cochran, repairing highway, 5 5H 
HH Whittaker, abatement of over tax. assessed i in 1871, 15 30 
J L Farwell, note and interest, 423 21 
Dow & Roach, forl181 feet of plank,. 14 17 
Horace Gove,. building stone bridge and‘repairing highway, 9 00 > 
$7,581 91. 


POOR ORDERS: 


Fowr of Haneock for suprort'and funeral of John FP. 
Richardson, $141 8 
dames S. Whitaker for board, clothes and medicine for 
. Sgnathan Peaslee from Feb. 20,.187% te Nov. 13, 1871, 168 43: 
Herod Chase for support of Emily Mills-from:- Jan 20, 1871 


to Nov, 23, 1871, 71 68: 

David A. Travis,, for support of Samuel Travis, ‘frem Jam 2, 
1871 to February 15,. 1872, 61 28 
$448 28 


PAID FOR BREAKING ROADS. 


David McAlister, winter of 1869 —'70, $2 06 
Gilman Whitaker, 1 34 
Richard Clement, se vhs b2 29° 
Horace Geue,. 6 “ 15: 15> 
H. N: Peaslee, iz a 14 10 
H. H. Whitaker, " ve - 19 29 
Erastus H. Bartlett, ” 14 88: 
D. B. Hadlock,. « 4. 5) 
J. F. Chase, « te 2 40° 
Hilliard Loveren, v6 “6 2 50° 
George W. Chass; - te 2 50: 
N. Cunningham, £ ¥ 1 32 
Isaac Smith. ¢ vt 6 72 
William Forsaith, ff ff 3 00 
Albert Hadloeks, ‘s rk 02 
CharlesShepard, ©‘! ‘f 5 66 
R. W. Buttrick, J, ra 23 25: 


A. C, Gould, és “s } & 63. 


Jessie Brown, “ v4 . 2 50 
C. F. Gove, vb “ 16 17 
S. S. Clement, “ “ . 12 37 
S. S. Clement, “  1868—9' | 8 07 
Russell Tubbs, “«  1869—’70, 6 67 
J. K. Mitchell, «“ ‘“ 6 95 
Witter Wilson, 6 46 | 3 65 
J.G. Gove, «“ a“ 1.80 
Cyrrill Butterfield, « a 3 75 
Solomon Bartlett, § «“ “ 6 92 
John N. Currier, «“ 1868—9 iy tes ef 
John N, Currier, ¢ -1869—’70, ° 10 49 
Amos Kentfield, a as 1 87 
A. ©. Gould, “¢ 1871—2, 9 00 
I. N. Cochran, « -1869—’70, 3 07 
Ajmon Putney, a vs 4 12 

$253 45 


AMOUNT OF OUTSTANDING NOTES AND INTEREST 
MARCH 1, 1872. 


James Wood. Note, $461 57 
William Forsaith, 2d, 356 91 
William Duncan, 265 26 
John Duncan, 265 20 
G. H. Duncan, 265 20 
R: H. Otis, 1,049 91 
J. G. Butler, 307 66 
Mary Manahan, 1,890 56 
Mary E. Gould, 62 85 
Samuel Woods, 324 21 
Nancy Forsaith, 147 02 
Betsey Chase, 468 64 
Ira S. Appleton, 441 74 
Geo. Downing, 149 70 
Geo. Downing, 114 05 
Samuel Woods, 229 43 


Freeman Dow, 964 74 
Erastus H. Bartlett, 707 70 
Charles Shepard, 758 65 
Sarah Downing, 1,182 06 
Lydia Twist, 141 19 
Jennie 8. Forsaith, 61 76 
David Wilson, 9,584 96 
S. M. Patten, 571 38 
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‘Fidelia Colby, | Q 7 101 37 

Mary E. Gould, 80 25 

Laura J. Griffin, | 500 60 

Milton McCoy, 837 18 

Stephen Cheney, | 1,428 30 

Rodney J. Bingham, 105 74 

Mary Bell, | 447. 52 

Mary Bell, . 2 236 70 

Warren C. Eaton, 52 15 

Hiram G. Patten,” 781 50 

S. M. Patten, 568 90 

Freeman Dow, 416 13 

R. H. Otis, 617 40 

Samuel Wood, 883 37 
$20,239 31 

RECAPITULATION., 

‘Whole amount received into treasury, | $13,716 61 

Paid State tax, $1,500 00. 

Paid County tax, 473 11 

Paid town order, | 7,981 91 

Paid Poor orders, a * 448 98 

Paid School orders, 948 78 

Paid Non-residents highway reccipts, 49 83 

Paid breaking road orders, 253 45 

Who le amount paid, a ; $11,250 36 

Balance due from treasurer, 2,466 25 

Amount of notes against the town $20,239 31 

Hstimated outstanding accounts, 450 00 

Due B. L. Bartlett for serviovs and labor, > 230ams 

‘Amount of debt, $20,717 56 

Amount due from sale of poor farm property, 80.00 2 Se2> 

Tn the treasury, 2,466 25 ——V sg } 

«$2646 2b" 
Whole amount of debt, $20,617 56 
Amount dye the tawn from all sources, 2,466 25 


Qe eee 


Amount of town debt, | $18 35! ge 
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We the undersigned have examined the foregoing accounts and. cer- 
tify that we found them duly vouched and correctly cast, and i in every 
particular satisfactory to us except the Rottowing) bills : 


eee «J Deering, March 10th, 1871. 

_ To the town Treasurer, sir: Pay Horace B. Cressy Five Dollars, it 
being his bill for time and expenses going to Concord to pay State Tax 
and receiving literary fund, savings band railroad tax, 

. DANA B. HADLOOK, ) Selectmen of 
SAMUEL H. JONES, } Deering 


Deering, March 10, 1871. 
To the Treasurer of the town of Deering, sir : Pay Horace B. Cres- 
sy Five Dollars it being his bill for time and expenses going to Man- 
chester to pay county tax. 
DANA B. HADLOCK, ) Selectmen of 
SAMUEL H. JONES. } Deering. 


TOWN OF DEERING TO ANDREW J. LOCKE, Dz. 
June 1871 2 1-2 days circulating remonstrances against the laying out 
of a new highway onthe petition of Robert P. Cressy and others $5 00 
Aug. 2 & 3, to 2 days attending hearing before commissioners, 4 00 


Oc. 30 & 31, do do ~ 400 
To use of horse and wagon for-same, 2.00 
$15 00 


Town of Deering to R. J. Bingham Dr. 
Sune 1871 to 1 1-2 days circulating remonstrances against the laying 
out of a new highway on the petition of Robert P. Cressy and - 


others, $3 00 

Aug. 2 & 3, to 2 days attending hearing before the {com- 
missioners, 4 00 
Oct. 30 &31, do do 4 09 
To horse and wagon for same, 2 00 
$18 00 


CHESTER A. APPLETON, h aeiag 
CHARLES F. GOVE, Auditors. 
ISAAC SMITH, 
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"Report of the Overseers of the town of Deering for the financial 
year ending March 1, 1872. 
Paid for boarding Sonnthen’ Peaslee from Feb. 20,1871 to 


Noy. 13, 1871, $142 50 
For clothing for Jonathan Beasley, 21 18 
For medicine a 4 75 
Paid for boarding Samuel Travis, from Jan. 2, 1871 to Feb. 
5, 1872, 54 00 
For clothing, do do 7 28 
Paid for boarding meres Mills from Jan. 2,1871 to Nov. 
28, 187], . 70 00 
For clothing, do 1 68 
Paid the town of Hancock for the support of J. P. Richardson,141 89 
— $443 28 


Received of the County for the support of county pauper, $52 00 
Paid for the support of Knos Bailey from Jan. 2d, 1871, 52 00 


HEROD CHASE, Overseer of Poor. 


Town of Deering to Herod Chase as overseer of the poor, Dr. 

April 18, 1871 1-2 day obtaining a boarding place for Jon- - 
athan Peasley, 50 
April 20, 1-2 day obtaining boarding place for Emily Mills, 1 06 
April 23, 1-2 day obtaining boarding place for Samuel Travis, 1 00 
Apr. 1, 1 day to Hancock in case of John P. Richardson, 1 50 
Horse hire and expenses going to Hancock, 1 50 
19, 1-2 day to see Emily Mills, 75 

19, 1-2 day to draw money from the treasurer and pay the same 

for Samuel Travis’ board, 75 
May 12, to 1 day to Hancock in case of John J. Richardson, 1 75 
Horse hire and expenses going to Hancock, 1 50 

June 7, to 1 day to Hancock to settle the funeral expenses of 
of John P. Richardson, 1 50 
Horse hire and expenses going to Hancock, 2 50 
Nov. 1, 1 day to Hillsboro’ to buy clothing for Peasley & ‘Travis 1 50 
Nov: 21, 1 day to obtain boarding place for Emily Mills, 1 50 
Stationery and stamps, 35 
$16 85 


HEROD CHASE, Overseer of Poor. 
Deering, March 1, 1872. 


—_—__—__—___+ © o-—_—--— ——- 


‘In presenting this brief statement of the condition of our 
schools the past year, we are pleased that we are able to say, 
that although our schools are not up that standard of excellence 
which we could desire, in many respects; yet we think that if 
they have not been an improvement upon the past there is no 
cause for discouragement, but much to encourage us to make 
more and greater efforts for their future success. 

In some of our schools we have had highly accomplished, 
diligent, efficient, and faithful teachers, whose success was all 
we could reasonably expect, or desire under the circumstances, 
while the others though less efficient by reason of inexperience 
and a want of a proper knowledge of the position, were faithful 
industrious and performed their duties with much credit to 
themselves. 

In short we may say that we have had no really poor schools 
such as we could call a failure. 

___ In no instance has your committee been called upon to dis- 
charge an incompetent teacher or a disorderly scholar, but all 
has gone on in harmony the best of feeling generally existing 
between parents, teachers and scholars, which has contributed 
much to to the success of our schools. 
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Parents while we rejoice over our success the past year, — 
and look back with pride upon what has been accomplished, are 
we satisfied and feel that we need do no more in the future than 
we have done in the past to encourage and promote the cause of 
our common schools ? . 

_ We allagree that we owe our great success as a people to 
our system of common schools. Then upon its sure foundation 
rests the prosperity and happiness of coming generations. Their 
fundemental principle the universal dissemination of knowledge. 

The question may be asked, What more shall we do then 

we have done in the cause of our common school?. We answer 
much maybe done which has not been done in the past to en- 
-courage the teacher te awaken an interest and enthusiasm a- 
mong the scholars, which will bring every scholar to the school 
room. with smiles of delight, when ‘often times they have come 
with dread and dislike. 

We say parents and guadians, this responsibility is yours. 
If you would secure the greatest advantages of your schools to 
your children which will be better than gold, you must increase 

their facilities for good, by every advantage within your reach. 

It is not enough to raise a certain sum of money to defray 
the expense of the ; schools, appoint a person to hire and pay the 
teacher, for that is a matter very easily disposed of. Itis gen- 
erally a true saying that the return is in accordance with the ef- 

fortmade.. _ 

But there are other and more important duties for you to 
perform, If you would avail -yourselves of all the edge our 
system of Common Schools are susceptible of affording. 

Shall not the business at once commence the present year. 
We often hear the remak made -in our business matters, “that 
what is worth doing at.al1, is worth doing well.” So it is in 
school matters. .Ifithey areworthy of our care and attention, 
and must have it if we would have them thrive. What would 
you tnidk of the man who was just commencing in the business 
of farming and took no care in the selectionof seeds but obtain- 
ed some, without any regard to quality, having put it into the 
ground, gave it nofurther attention until time “of harves ? Why 
you. would say.teat:he was no-farme at all, in the sense of that 
word. Now if it is a lamentable fact that some of our schools 
are delt with very. much in. this kind of a way. ' Therefore we 
would ask you to consider the following suggetions and then say 
whether or not by: carrying out those suggestions you wonld not 
grealty augment the benefits of our schools. 

In the first place make your school rooms comfortable, 
pleasant, and attractive. ‘We mean by this warm and well vent- 
ilated so that the ‘scholars can sit in any part of the room with- 
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out breathing a heated suffocating air, atthe same time suffer 
-ing from cold and chilled feet. Secondly have suitable seats 
and desks adapted to the size and age of the scholars. Furnish 
large and commodious black boards,and add a little more to your 
school house fund nnd adorn the walls of your school room with 
maps, charts and such illustrative apparatus as are necessary to 
aid the teacher in elucidating and explaining in the clearest and 
most comprehensive manner the various branches pursued: jn 
our schools. Then make choice for Prudential committee one 
who is most interested in the school. Employ a teacher whom 
you know to be adapted to the wants of your school, One 
teacher may do very well for some schools, while for another 
would be the wrong person in the wrong place. 

We take it for granted that every citizen of our town who 
is interested in his school is fully acquainted with what is needed 
for a teacher in his district. 

Therefore in selecting a teacher make it as much a matter 
of business as you would were you going to purchase a Horse 
for yourself and family. As you would say a good, kind, and 
serviceable beast is worth half a dozen poor ones. So it is with 
the teacher, a thorough, well posted, ambitious and determined 
teacher is worth half a dozen dull “happy ga easy” ones who 
enter the school with a indifferent “care little” appearance which 
at once casts a shadow over the whole school, and so coatinues 
to the end. 

Again we would say that when you have found the right 
person for a teacher secure his or her services as long as you 
can. 

Once acquainted with the school, the teacher knows where 
and to commence and a great amoynt of time is saved 
which otherwise would be lost in arranging and classing the 
scholars. 

Besides the teacher knows the exact capacity and disposi- 
tion of each scholar, and saves the teacher a week or two of 
anxiety and perplexity before they can get the “hang of the 
school house” as the saying is. 

In compairing the registers with the reports of formtr years 
there has been a decided improvement in the attendance of the 
scholars. There has been less time lost by non-attendance, dis- 
missals and tardines than in any previous year within our knowl- 
edge. But this evil still exists to a considerable extent and 
every effort should be made to eradicate it. 

_ Tardiness is a two fold evil. It not only disturbs the 
school where exists among the scholars by distracting the atten~ 
tion of the whole school by the coming of one tardy scholar af- 
ter another, after the exercises of the school have commenced, 
but it is contracting a very deleterious habit which will grow 
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with the growth. of the child. Habits formed in youth are rare- 
ly departed from in mature age, and the old adage generally 
holds true “just as the twig is bent so is the tree inclined.” The 
child who falls into the habit of being tardy at school and con- 
tinues in it, forms the habit of always being behind the appoint- 
ed hour of every engagement which leads it in life to many 
trials, disappointments and often great misfortunes. Again 
our terms of schools are short—too short. Justice requires that 
they should be longer. But if we think we cannot affood to tax 
ourselves to a greater extent to increase their length let us be 
as saving of the time they’are in session as we are of our money 
in the support of them. Let us see to it that not one single mo- 
ment is lost by non-attendance, dismissal and tardiness. 

Let not a single recitation be lost to a scholar, for there is 
nothing so discouraging to a child as to get behind in its class. 

Make it a point to impress upon the minds of your children 
the importance of punctuality, the improvement of their time, 
that an hour misspent can never be recalled, to respect and 
yield implicit obedience to all the requirements of the teacher. 
Never censure or speak slightly of the teacher in the presence 
of your children. If you do not approve of the manner of con- 
ducting the school, goto them privately and in the spirit of 
kindness offer yonr suggestions, (teachers may be in error, for 
they are not infallible) and by a free interchange of views and 
opinions a great amount of trouble and ill feeling which often 
times creep into our schools from a misunderstanding between 
parents and teacher, might be avoided. Finally, visit your 
schools. “Show to your scholars that you have an interest in 
their welfare and improvement. Be social and friendly with the 
teacher, ready to give and receive gouncil, lighten their daily 
tasks by every aid of sympathy and encouragement. 

TEXT BOOKS. 


No change has been made the past year, though a multiplici- 
ty of books were found, most of the schools were well classed 
with the exception of two, and did not deem it advisable to in- 
troduce a new series of: books. 

Yet we believe it would be a great advantage to make a 
change. We do not believe in partial changes. For by these 
partial changes which have been made: by our predecessors, ac- 
counts for the great variety we now have in our schools. 

What.is. needed is a complete change in all of our schools and 
a uniform series established in all, Scholars are often changing 
from one district to another, and ifthe books were the same in’ | 
all of the schools no change would be necessary for a number of 
years to come, | ae 
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Oecasional changes are requisite , new books excite a lively iii- 
ferest among children to see what they contain, and if we woul& 
keep them interested and active we must make occasional 
changes in their books we must break up the raacpadeanat the 
old story becomes stale and interesting. 

But some penny wise will say no need of anew book. But 
we will not contend with Ma. “Penurious” but will agree with 

him, and only say, that if he will take our advice ina little mat- 
ter of econemy he will yet agree with us. 

We think his old file of news papers are just as good as any; 
and he had better stop his paper for this year, and save the 
money, and read his last years papers once again, and so con- 
tinue to do for two or three years, and we think by that time he 
will agree with us, that a new paper for himself and anew book 
for his children are essential. 

We submit the foregoing statement and suggestions to the 
consideration of our citizens a3 a brief expression of our views 
upon the subjects therein contained trusting that they will be re- 
ceived with that candor and consideration due to the momen- 
tous question involved in the advancement of our eommon 
schools. 

We have given in the following a brief report of each district 
sepeartely. 

The character of the schools as we found them at commenc- 
ment and the close. We may in some instances have been mis- 
led by surrounding circumstances, but we have tried to form 
our opinions unbised and be just fo all. 

In our offieial intercourse with citizens, teachers and schofars 
we have passed many pleasant hours, and we return them our 
warmest and grateful thanks for the ‘cordfal, courtous and hos- 
pitable manrier in which we have at all times been received by 
them, and it will be long before the memory of those pleasant 
interviews and associations will be effaced. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Committee” Alvin Tubbs. Summer term taught by Miss 
Nellie H. Gove of this town. Miss G.as yet is quite young, 
has had some considerable experience as a teacher ane as such 
‘is known as a very successful one. Her services in this school 
were fully appreciated by the district. Not a word of dissatis- 
faction from either citizen or scholar, for they seemed to be of 
one mind that they had the very best teacher there was, and all 
joined hands tosee what they could do, and our opinion they 
accomplished what they undertook. The examination. showed. 
thata worthy effort had been mad, unequaled by any teacher 
in town for the summer terms. The school was composed most- 
ly of small scholars, but their promptness and accuracy would 
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have been highly creditable in older ones. In short the examina- 
tion was very interesting as 24 citizens visitors can testify. 


Winter, term—taught. ‘a the same teacher, with a success unparlle- 
led by any other teacher save one. 

The character of this term was materially shang from that of the 
summer, Jew different, older and more advaneed scholars attending. 
as in the summer all worked tog. ther and the examination showed: 
there had. been no idlers, All-knew their places—perfect order was 
apparcnt,.the exercises were interspersed with declamations, recitations 
and singing which added much to the variety and pleasure of the oc-. 
easion. . Number of visiters present 17. This looks well for No. 1. 
Citizens, teacher and scholars, this much I have said, I have said it 
with pride for it was all merited. 

Now [am going to take the male portion of the district aside and 
saya word to them. Would you sustain the high character your 
school has acquired the past year secure the serviees of your last teach+ 
er. But before you place her or her equal within the walls of your 
school room have a complete reconstruction in the the furniture of the 
room. Obtain some neat and commodious seats and desks, give the 
room ventilation otherwise than by the windows. 

We ask this for the convenience, comfort «nd health of your child- 
ren and teacher ; aud because it is due to yourselves, and because of 
patural satis‘action you would feel in having a comfortable and com- 
modous school room if not an ornamental one. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Alpheus Crosbury committee. Summer term taught by Miss M. Ll. 
Butler of Hillsborough. Miss B..is a teacher of considerable ex- } 
perience, possessing tact, skill and energy. She succeeded in gaining 
the good will of her scholars which enabled her to manage without the 
red. Which speaks well for her and her pupils. | 

In the various brauches pursued showed diligence om the part of the. 
scholars, and faithfulness of the teacher. N umber of visitors during 
the term 6. 

Winter term taught by Miss Mary F. Buttler of Hillsborough, 
Miss B. is a teacher of much experience. having taught three terms 
before in this district. She has a great faculty of pressing her scholars 
along in their stndies with thoroughness. Miss B. is one of our best 
teachers: ‘Number of visiters during the term, 8. 


DISTRICT NO. 38. 
E. R. Coby committee. Summer term taught by Miss Imogene V. 
Smith of Hillsborough. This was Miss 8. first attempt at | teaching. | 
Well backed up prompt, enterprising, succeeded very well, but a little’. 
more age and experience will add much to her "qualifications as a » teacki- 
er. Number of visite by citizens 17. 
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Winter term. Richard Clement committee. Taught by Miss 
Alzira F, Gove of this town. This was also Miss G’s. first appearance © 
as ateacher. On our first visit to the school we hardly thought she 
would be able to go through with it, but she bravely continued on to 
the end, and came out of it much better than we anticipated. This was 
@ small, very quiet and orderly school. Number of visitors during 
the term 14. Sehool house, in a wrethed condition. It is a shame 
for the district to tolerate longer such an uncomfortoble appology for 
a School room. nie 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


George C. Patten committee. Summer term taught by Miss Luella Bina 


A. Campbell of London Derry, N. H. Here Miss C commenced her 
first school. By close applicaton to the duties of her position and 
bravely stemming the currant which all mew beginners have to baffle, 
closed her term at the end of eight weeks with much credit to herself, 
and profit to those under her charge. Visitors present 7. She says 
in her remarks, “my school has been pleasant and I hope not altogether 
unprofitable. Those who have given ne a cup of cold water will find 
the promise of their reward in Matthew, 10—42.” 

Winter term taught by Miss E. A. Billings of Deerfield, Mass. 14 
weeks. Miss B. is the most accomplished, thorough, industrious, prac- 
tical and forcible teacher it has ever been our pleasure to meet with 
in our school. With a love for the work she enters into the business 
with a zeal and determination that awakens the dormant fires in the: 
mind of every scholar, who seem to: imbibe the spirit of the teacher, 
and with quickened perception and expanded couiprehension their pro~- 
gress is thorough and rapid. 

In fact we have never visited a school where so much completness: 
was manifest in every particular that partains to instructing, managing. 
and conducting a school. Some might say it was shaded a little with 
redundancy. ‘The five hours we spent inthe examination were highly 
entertaining and interesting as a number of citizens present can bear 
witness. 


| DISTRICT NO. 5. 

Lewis Goodale, Committee. Summer Term, taught py Miss M. F. 
Butler of Hillsborough. & weeks. Miss B. sustained her urual good 
credit as an energetic and faithful teacher. Scholars prompt in their 
recitations. Proficiency made during the term was far more than or- 
dinary. In short, this wasan excellentschool. We are sorry to say 
we had not the pleasure of the citizens of the District present at the: 
examination. Here is a model for a school house. We wish: that 
some of our other districts would examine this and take pattern by it. 

Winter term taught by Mr. John F’. \thase, a citizen of the district. 
Mr. C. brought to this school the experiance of 31 terms, His easy 
and affable manner, and dignified bearing; at once secure the respect 
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and confidence of his scholars, which renders the task of governing his 
school an easy one. ‘he ease and facility with which Mr. ©. moves 
among his scholars,and imparts instruction to them, are ample evidence 
of his experience. aptness and thorough understanding of his business. 
This was one of the schools in which we were not disappointed. We 
said to the school that we should expect them to give a good account 
of themselves at the close, and they did so. Practical instruction 
was given, principles were demonstrated, classes were exercised in prob- 
lems, examples and questions involving the principles of the subjects 
of their lessons not contained in their books, thereby making the whole 
thing thorough and practical. 

In this particular very few of our teachers are what they shonld be. 

In this respect teachers for the winter term in Districts Nos. 1, 4. 
and 5 stand preminent. Fortunate has been the distrect the past 
year in its selection of teacherg, and we hope the district will sufficient- 
ly appreciate their services to secure them in the future, Mr. C. acs 
cept our thanks for your gratuitious services to the amount of $11 in. 
lJengthing out the school afier the school money had been expended 
Number of visits by citizens 22. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

Benjamin F. Philbrick committee. But one term, that in the win- 
ter taught by Dennis R. Chase of this town, 9 weeks. 

We found this to be a very quiet orderly school. Scholars studious 
courteous and respectful, Progress made was fair. Not much en- 
thusiasm manifest. 

Had the teacher put a little more energy into the work more might 
have been accomplished. In his register he says, “If Pareents would 
visit the schools more and show by their presence that they were in- 
terested in thewelfare of their children it would be assimzlous to them 
and the teacher,” Parents allow no teacher in the future to plead 
this excuse. Number of visits 15. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 

Oliver N. Ellsworth committee. . Summar term taught by Miss 
Sarah A. Gove ofthis town, 7 weeks. Miss G. is an experienced 
teacher this being the fourth term she has taught the same schoel, 
which shows that she fully possesses the confidence of the district, Be« 
sides the wisdom of the district in securing the services of the same 
teacher, which should always be done when the right one is obtained. 

Pupils orderly and studious and commendable, proficiency had beea 
made. No visits from citizens reported, 
_ Winter term taught by the same teacher, 13 weeks. Owing to a 
misunderstanding in relation to the close we did not visit it, But judge- 
ing from the Summer term and the appearance of the school at. the 
commencement we presume to say that it wasa success. No. of visitors 
during the term 6. She says in her register, ‘that the pupils generaly 
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have been very quiet and studious anxious for their own improvement 
and to conform to the rules of the school.” 


DISTRICT. NO. 8. 


Thomas A, Merrill committee. Summer term tanght by Miss 
Amie L. Merrill of the district. 6 weeks. On visiting this school we 
found but two scholars. Why there was not more we were unable to 
find out. We saw no reason why there should not have been more, for 
there were quite a number more in the district and Miss M appeared 
to be well booked up and exhibited considerable tact and ability, and 
we should say had the district sent their scholars they would have re- 
’ ceived no determent from her, but much profit. Not being apprized of 
the close of the term, we cannot speak of its merits only that four 
scholars are reported to have attended the school and not a single par- 
ent Visited it during the term, 


Winter term taught by Mr. N. H. Wilson of Dunbarton, N. H. On 
visiting th’s schoo! we found the teacher a stranger to us and his scho]-~ 
_.ars, but not to the school 100m, it was evident that he had been there 
_ before, and that he was master of the situation. In short he was an 
. excellent teacher and kept a good school, as quite a number of visitors 
on the day of examination can testify. One fact we ere sorry to notice 
the whole number of scholars reported attending’ school’ 17, average 
attendahce 8 1-6 which shows that nearly one half of the time was lost 
to the school by irregular attendance.. This wrong ought not to con- 
tinue. Parents do your duty to. your children if you would have them 
respect you in arte years. 


DISTRICT NO, 9. 


Frank D. Appleton committee. Summer term tanght by Miss Eliza 
A. Butterfield of Francestown. 10 weeks. Miss B. was the right 
teacher in the right place. She was active ambitious and determined. 
~ Having scholars worthy of her skill and attainment, equal in ambition 
and a desire to learn. With all of these elementsin union there was 
no such thing as fuil,but it was able on examiation day to far transcend 
any other school in town in point of display and real advancement. 
The examiation was very interesting, really an entertainment. The 
exeresces were interspersed. with deciamations, recitations,and a proper 
and a beautifuly composed valedictory address, The scholars svemed 
to realize what was expected of them and were equal to the expectation, 
- But for a single fault .we have never visited a school at its close with 
greater satisfaction, Scholars do not let it occur again, 

We were pleased to meet a goodly number of citizens on this occas~ 
ion who seemed to take a lively interest in their school. Teacher says 
in her register that *‘many of my pupils have not whispered during the 
term.” Well done, would that your example were imitatod by all, 
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Winter term commenced and continued under the instruction of Mr- 
George A. Colby of Warner 6 weeks, At the commencement the 
school appeared in good order, though we were not prepossed with the 
appearance of the teacher, still we saw no reason the school should not 
be successful under his charge. At the end of the sixth week of the 
term, we received by mail the register with a line informing us that he 
had left the school on account of sickness of his father, 

We cannot say how well Mr. C. succeeded while in charge of the 
school, but from the best information we could gather in visitng the 
school after another teacher had been engaged to finish the term, there 
had been but Jittle accomplished during the interim. 

We regard it as quite unfortunate, for this is a school with a wide- 
awake teacher will show to great advantage. The term was conclud- 
edby Mr. Frank J, Bickford of Hillsborongh, who hardly had time to 
make himself acquainted with the school before the close, In the 
brief space of 13 days the school began to assume a different aspect. 
Had we known nothing of the school before we should have been 
greatly deceived, for the classes appeared very well, but very little 
advancement had been made in those classes which attended the sum- 
mer term. Mr. B’s qualifications for a teacher are of a high order, 
and we should consider any sehool fortunate that secured his services. 
We were again happy to meet our friends of No.9. We greatly ad- 
mire the interest they manifast in their school. Persevere! The in- 
fluence which you will have in keeping up an interest among the schol- 
ars will more than donbly pay you for the time you devote to it. 


DISTRICT NO. 10, 


John Crough committee. But one term—in autumn, taught by 
Miss Sonora A, Sawyer of Hopkinton, 7 weeks, This was a small 
short school in a very poor house, which answers to stop in when the 
weather is warm and pleasant. The progress made in this ‘school was 
far beyond our expectations. Not that we did not expect a good school 
at the commencement, but the proficiency made was ynusual, and must 
have been the result of hard work by both teacher and 
scholars, No school will suffer that is given into the charge of 
Miss S. most of the citizens visited the school during the term, 


DISTRICT NO, 11. 

John Dickey committee. But one term—in the fall. Taught by 
Miss AmiaJ. McNeil of this town. 6 weeks. In a wild sequested 
spot neath the shaees of wavin pines stands the little seedy temple of 
learning in which Miss M. commenced for the first time to acquaint 
herself in the art of teaching. She labored diligent!y and manged ner 
little school quite creditable. Giving good satisfaction to the district 
who seemed much interested jn the school. 
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/ “STATISTICAL TABLE. 


District No. MM 8 6 6 6 7 8 9.10. 11 

- Length of sehool in weeks. ‘Summer.} 7{ 8; 9} 8 7( 8/10/ 7, 4 
| Winter. j11/11]/11/14| 7| 9/13) 6) 8) | 

Summer.|20/20/23}18/20) |20; 9/26/2016 


| Wages of teacher per month, 


including board, _ ||Winter. |25/26/22/31/40 25/24/12) 38 
Whole number ditferent scholars. ||Summer, | 15/15/11/12 17| 15/42/27] 8) 3 
; Winter. |23/22} 8/15|24 14/16) 4/29 
Average attendance of scholars. ||Summer.{14/15/10} 8/14) {13/17/24! 6) 3 
| Winter, /19}19} 7/11/18 12)L2] 4°26 
No. of different scholars in the ||Boys. |13/15| 6] 5/20 7/10] 8/18) 3) 2 
distaici. Girls, —/10} 9) 6/10/13) 7jLLJ11/19} 5) 1 
No. times tardy. Summer.| 8] 8} 8| 8] 8) {11} 7/21\37| 2 
. Winter. | 9) 8] 7/81/82) 5} 5| 4/59 
No. pupils not absent a half day,||Summer.| 6) 0} 1} 0| 3} | 5/69) 7| 4/ 1 
| Winter. | 1} 1} | 0] 4) 1} 1] [14 
No. attending to reading and Summer.|15}16/11/12)17; |15} 1/27) 8) 3 
spelling. (Winter. |23/22] 9/15/24 14/16! 4/29 
‘Summer.}13| 9/10/12/10| 10/18/18] 5) 2 
Writing. ' Winter. |22/16) 8/11/12)12)11} 2/27 
Summer.| 13} 9/11} 6/13) |10/11/19| 4] 2 
Arithmetic. Winter. {22/15} 8/14/15 12/10] 2/26 
Summer.} 3} 2} 2] 1} 3} | 3/14) 4) 1 
Gram.mar. Winter. | 9} 2] 2| 4| 2) 4} 4) 2/14 
’ Summer.| 6| 2! 7/| 4] 8 4/5) 8| 8} 4 
Geography. |Winter. {10} 2} 6) 5| 5) 5) 4) 2) 7 
Summer.| 0 7 
History. Winter. | 1 1 
Summer.} 0 
Other branches, Winter. | 1 71 3) 2 9 


Average wages of male teachers including board $36 25. Aver- 
_age wages of female teachers including board $21 47. Whole num- 
bes scholars attending school two wecks 207. Days lost by non-at- 
tendance 1844. 


nee SAAC SMITH, School Committee of Decrin 
Deering, March 1, 1872. ce ommiultee of Mecring. 
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